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Overview

 Background / Problem Domain
 Technology / Rationale
 Application Design
 Current Limitations
 Future Directions



What's this all about?

 Move to an XML-based layout system
 Render XHTML and PDF dynamically
 Support digital archiving (eg. Pubmed Central)
 Add semantic markup

 Benefits for non-techies
 Reduced effort for layout, editing, galleys
 Free alternative to commercial applications

 eg. eXtyles (~$20K + $1500 / journal) for FM



A great idea, but...

 Leverage existing FOSS tools
 OpenOffice.org + Docvert
 LAMP + CakePHP (PHP5 for DOM/XSL)

 “Best guess” parsing with human correction
 Help with hard things (eg. citation checking)
 Intuitive UI: “5 steps to an XML document”
 Schemaless metadata (NLM-JP for now)



“XML Never Tasted So Good”

 Lemon8



 













Current Limitations

 Substantial installation requirements
 Document parser could be more robust
 Limited by OpenOffice (eg. EndNote, WMF)
 Citation handling only for Vancouver style
 Only exports to NLM DTD



Future Directions

 Actively developing with Open Medicine
 Planned enhancements:

 Integration with OJS, OCS via plugins
 Liberal addition of AJAX
 More citation lookup services
 Additional XML schemas for export



Thank You!

“98.5% of DNA is considered 
to be junk DNA with no 
known purpose.”

“Maybe it's XML tags.”


